
 
 Screen shot of the story map relating specifically to “The Handmaid’s Tale” which filmed in Cambridge numerous times throughout the  
 2016/2017 film season.  The Handmaid’s Tale is a recent recipient of 8 Emmy Awards, including Outstanding Drama. 
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Cambridge becoming a ‘film-
friendly’ city 
NEWS Aug 16, 2017 08:16 by Anam Latif  Waterloo Region Record 
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CAMBRIDGE — A quaint coffee shop in downtown Cambridge has been getting a lot of 

curious visitors lately. They all want to hear about the exploding café window. 

In one episode of "The Handmaid's Tale," shot in Cambridge last year, one of Grand 

Café's windows was replaced with candy glass for a scene in which the window 

explodes. 

"Sometimes my staff will have to stop and give people a little tour," said Michelle 

George, owner of the café. 

Her coffee shop is perched at the edge of the Grand River and the Main Street Bridge, 

so it's a popular spot for filming when production crews come to town. 

The sight of film trucks is becoming common in downtown Cambridge as the city strives 

to be more "film-friendly." 

From "Murdoch Mysteries" to "American Gods" and "The Handmaid's Tale," the 

picturesque Grand River winding through an architecturally-rich downtown core attracts 

film companies from far and wide. 

"First and foremost, they come for the river," said Devon Hogue, economic development 

officer with the City of Cambridge. 

"Once they are here, they fall in love with the built architecture. That's not something 

you can get very easily in Toronto or Hamilton." 

Hogue's primary job for the last year has been to help production companies with their 

needs when they choose to shoot a film or television series in Cambridge. 

She helps crews with road closures and parking, issuing filming notices, and to find 

local accommodations if they need it. 

https://www.therecord.com/waterlooregion-author/anam-latif/643b1528-bd71-4e8b-ac93-feaaaa3d210d/


Hogue cuts through the red tape to make Cambridge a film-friendly place. 

Companies are seeking out the European flair the city has to offer just an hour's drive 

from Toronto to shoot period pieces and pretty riverside scenes. 

Last year 15 different projects were filmed in Cambridge over 21 days. It's gone up 

compared to 12 projects over 15 days the year before. The city estimates it brought in 

$1.2 million in economic revenue in 2016. 

This year there have been seven shoots, with three more scheduled so far. Hogue's 

phone has been ringing nonstop lately because August kicks off the busy season for the 

film industry. 

This week, a new CBC Television series called "Frankie Drake Mysteries" took over a 

private home in Galt for two days. The spinoff of "Murdoch Mysteries" is about a female 

private detective in 1920s Toronto. The production team needed to find the right home 

to fit the early 20th century vibe it was looking for. 

Galt proved to be a treasure trove. A large, red-brick house on a quiet street was 

transformed into a film set. The driveway was covered in tightly coiled nests of thick 

electrical cords and spotlights. 

"Cambridge has a lot of well-preserved period homes," said Cal Coons, show runner for 

"Frankie Drake Mysteries." 

Even in the early beginnings of "Murdoch Mysteries," Coons — who is responsible for 

creative decisions — said Cambridge was ideal because of its rich architecture and 

because it's a "film-friendly" city. 

"From a creative point of view, Cambridge just looks great. It's hard to find these 

places." 

He loves the river and said it offers an interesting view with its elegant bridges and 

skyline dotted with church spires. 

The Grand's rushing waters and the river walk alongside it were also prominently 

featured in "The Handmaid's Tale." 

"It made Cambridge look good," Hogue said with a laugh. 

In fact, Cambridge is so noticeable in the popular series based on Margaret Atwood's 

book that Hogue is getting lots of calls from people asking where certain scenes were 

shot so they can visit those spots. 



"Seeing Cambridge on the screen creates a sense of community pride," she said. 

It could even be a source of tourism in the near future. The thought of more visitors 

coming to the core is promising to George, because the owner of Grand Café said it 

isn't all fun and glory when a film crew rolls in, especially when your business is located 

in such a scenic location. 

George said it can be frustrating when she only gets a few days notice that filming on 

the Main Street Bridge or nearby will force her to shut down her café. In the past year 

the business has been affected by four productions. 

While production companies do reimburse business owners for a loss in sales, she said 

it can be difficult to handle irate regular customers. Sometimes production companies 

will pay George extra for the inconvenience of being forced to shut down shop. 

"The usual experience is good," she said. 

When "The Handmaid's Tale" took over her café to shoot the exploding window scene, 

things did get a bit out of control. 

"It went a little awry and blew out another window," George said. The explosion also 

embedded bits of glass into an opposing wall inside the café, but George appreciated 

that the production company paid for all the damages. 

On the other side of the river, Graham Braun fondly remembers the time Rachel 

McAdams walked into his café, Monigram Coffee Roasters, to buy coffee. 

"That was really exciting," he said, adding that she was in town to attend a media event 

in Langdon Hall. 

Braun is also chair of the Galt Business Improvement Area and he said the organization 

is always excited when a film crew rolls into downtown Galt. 

"It's a good vibe because lots of people come downtown," he explained. "It's definitely 

got a positive financial impact, too." 

But sometimes there are complaints. They are often about road closures and film trucks 

blocking businesses, Braun said. 

The city tries to give as much notice to residents as possible when a closure is planned, 

but Hogue said it can be difficult because the city often gets little notice from the 

companies themselves. 



"It can be a fine balance between the community and the production." 

Communication with the public is going to become even more crucial as more film 

crews are choosing to come to Cambridge. Hogue said the number of inquiries from 

production companies looking for places to shoot has doubled since 2015. 

"It's a word of mouth industry and it's about creating relationships." 

James Goodram, director of economic development at the city, said many municipalities 

do not have a dedicated staff person to assist production companies with what they 

need. 

"I think what we've created is that point of contact. We're getting a reputation and we're 

starting to become recognized for that." 

Goodram said it is difficult to quantify the economic benefits of filming in Cambridge and 

it also depends on how long a production will be in town. 

The city calculates estimates by asking companies what they spent in Cambridge. 

That's how it came to the $1.2 million number. 

With "The Handmaid's Tale" returning to Cambridge next month, city staff and business 

owners are ready for possibly bigger crowds of spectators. 

"I just think it's great for our community," Hogue said. 

The city put together online maps to mark the locations some scenes were shot in "The 

Handmaid's Tale" and other films and series. 

alatif@therecord.com , Twitter: @LatifRecord 

https://maps.cambridge.ca/gis/HandmaidsTale
https://maps.cambridge.ca/gis/HandmaidsTale
https://maps.cambridge.ca/gis/FilmingInCambridge
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A house in Cambridge has been transformed for the filming of a new television 

series, "Frankie Drake Mysteries." - Vanessa Tignanelli,Record staff 
  

 
Many will recognize the Cambridge City Hall from an episode of the television 

series "A Handmaid's Tale." James Goodram, left, and Devon Hogue work to 

promote Cambridge as "film-friendly" city. - Vanessa Tignanelli,Record staff 
  



 
Many will recognize Cambridge's Mill Race Park on the Grand River from an 

episode of the television series "A Handmaid's Tale." Business information officer 

Devon Hogue works to promote Cambridge as a "film friendly" city. - Vanessa 

Tignanelli,Record staff 
  

 
A neighbourhood in Cambridge has been transformed for the filming of a new 

television series, "Frankie Drake Mysteries." - Vanessa Tignanelli,Record staff 



The Handmaid’s Tale returns to Cambridge 

News Feb 28, 2018 by Laura Booth Waterloo Region Record  

 

Actors dressed in costume during the shooting of “The Handmaid's Tale” in Cambridge draw attention. - 

Mathew McCarthy,Waterloo Region Record  

https://www.therecord.com/waterlooregion-author/laura-booth/E0162A64-2F51-4C10-B215-142CC11F564B/


 

Actors dressed in costume during the shooting of “The Handmaid's Tale” in Cambridge draw attention, 

Wednesday. - Mathew McCarthy , Waterloo Region Record  



 

Actors dressed in costume during the shooting of “The Handmaid's Tale” in Cambridge draw attention, 

Wednesday. - Mathew McCarthy , Waterloo Region Record  



 

Actors dressed in costume during the shooting of “The Handmaid's Tale” pass the time between takes in 

Cambridge, Wednesday. - Mathew McCarthy , Waterloo Region Record  

CAMBRIDGE — Queen's Square in Cambridge was red with handmaids.  

About 150 cast and crew of the hit television series, "The Handmaid's Tale," were 

filming in the city on Wednesday. 

Actresses dressed in the signature red smocks could be seen walking near the Main 

Street bridge and in front of the Central Presbyterian Church while pedestrians passing 

by stopped to take photos with their phones.  

Emily Lessard, who lives in the Preston neighbourhood, took the bus to Galt with her 

eight-month-old son just to watch the action.  

The two were sitting in the Grand Café, overlooking the square when she met the star of 

the series, Elisabeth Moss.  

"When she came in, I was a little star struck," said Lessard. "I thought I'd be one of 

those people who's really cool when you see someone more famous but I wasn't."  

Lessard wasn't allowed to take a photograph with her, but she said Moss came over to 

chat with her briefly.  



"She was just really, really nice," said Lessard, adding that she also met and chatted 

with Margaret Atwood, the author of the 1985 novel the series is adapted from. 

For Michelle George and her staff at the Grand Café, it was a busy day serving regular 

customers along with cast and crew. The coffee shop has a history with the show and 

was used to film part of a protest scene in an episode in the first season.  

"Our very large window was blown out with special effects," George, who owns the café, 

said in an email. "The blast was impressive in person and even more impressive to 

watch in slow motion in one of the episodes." 

"This year, that kind of incredibly dramatic excitement didn't happen inside the café but 

we did have a number of handmaids just outside our doors and a big camera crane in 

action over the Main Street bridge," she said.  

Most of the day's filming was near the bridge and at the Cambridge Farmers' Market.  

"They're reaching the end of filming for the second season because that does premier in 

April," said Devon Hogue, business information officer for the City of Cambridge. She 

said the crew arrived to film at 11 a.m. and were expected to be in the city until 

midnight. The series is also filmed in Hamilton. 

Cambridge has become a popular setting for television and film productions and interest 

seems to be growing.  

"Our inquiries, already for this year, are up 60 per cent over last year," she said. "So I'm 

anticipating it's going to be a busy year." 

Those interested in knowing more about where "The Handmaid's Tale" and other films 

and television shows have been filmed in the city, can check out the interactive online 

map the city created on its website last August. 

lbooth@therecord.com, Twitter: @BoothRecord 

lbooth@therecord.com , Twitter: @BoothRecord 

  

https://cityofcambridge.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Shortlist/index.html?appid=9c95090c8eb54736a24719c03153d2ca
https://cityofcambridge.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Shortlist/index.html?appid=9c95090c8eb54736a24719c03153d2ca
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'The Handmaid's Tale' season finale filmed in 
Cambridge 

 

Actresses from 'The Handmaid's Tale' walk along a path during filming in Cambridge on 
Tuesday, April 10, 2018. 

       CTV Kitchener  
Published Tuesday, April 10, 2018 4:25PM EDT  

For the second time in less than a month, parts of Cambridge were buzzing as a major TV show 
shot its season finale in the city. 

Areas around Mill Race Park were one of the main settings Tuesday for filming of ‘The 
Handmaid’s Tale.’ 

The filming attracted curious onlookers there as well as on Beaverdale Road, where a simulated 
car fire was part of the activity. 

RELATED STORIES 

 Designated Survivor films season finale scene in Cambridge  
 Filming of 'The Handmaid's Tale' returns to Cambridge  
 Emmy wins for 'The Handmaid's Tale' bring joy to Cambridge  

Crews were expected to be back at both locations Wednesday to remove all equipment and set 
dressings. 

https://kitchener.ctvnews.ca/designated-survivor-films-season-finale-scene-in-cambridge-1.3847511
https://kitchener.ctvnews.ca/filming-of-the-handmaid-s-tale-returns-to-cambridge-1.3645234
https://kitchener.ctvnews.ca/emmy-wins-for-the-handmaid-s-tale-bring-joy-to-cambridge-1.3595095


Past ‘The Handmaid’s Tell’ shooting locations in Cambridge have included City Hall and the 
Main Street bridge. The show has also filmed scenes in Hamilton. Its second season will 
premiere in the U.S. later this month. 

Last month, ‘Designated Survivor’ shot its season finale in the Queen’s Square area. 
  



The Handmaid's Tale returns to Cambridge 

Local 

by 570News Staff 

Posted Feb 28, 2018 9:35 am EDT 

Last Updated Feb 28, 2018 at 9:47 am EDT 

 

This image released by Hulu shows Elisabeth Moss as Offred in a scene from, "The Handmaid's Tale." 

Moss is nominated for an Emmy Award for outstanding lead actress in a drama series . The Emmy 

Awards ceremony, will air on Sept. 17. (George Kraychyk/Hulu via AP) 

The Handmaid’s Tale is back filming in Cambridge. 

The filming will take place on Wednesday on the Main Street Bridge and the Cambridge 

Farmers’ Market. 

http://www.570news.com/category/local/
http://www.570news.com/author/570news-staff


There will be some intermittent traffic control as a result: 

-intermittent traffic stoppages on Grand Avenue and Water Street in the vicinity of 

Queens Square/Main Street Bridge (between 9am and 3pm) 

-full closure of the Market Lot 

-reduced parking in Queens Square 

-reduced parking at Galt Arena 

Devon Hogue with the City of Cambridge estimates $1.6 million has come into the 

region as the result of the various TV and movie projects that have come here over the 

past two years. 

“It showcases our municipal assets and how beautiful we really are here…It creates an 

incredible buzz locally, and these people keep coming back and showing everyone in 

the world what Cambridge has to offer.” 

Here is a map of where the filming for The Handmaid’s Tale has taken place. 

  

https://cityofcambridge.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Shortlist/index.html?appid=cdc3cfc4f3e942598a50281ba1b71b73


The Handmaid's Tale filming in Cambridge 

Tuesday 

 Local 

by 570News Staff 

Posted Apr 10, 2018 8:35 am EDT 

 
Photo: Lisa Drew - 570 NEWS. 

Film crews are back in Cambridge Tuesday. 

Production of The Handmaid’s Tale will take place in Galt and around Mill Race Park. 

http://www.570news.com/category/local/
http://www.570news.com/author/570news-staff


There will also be a simulated car fire on Beaverdale Road between Mohawk and Kossuth. 

The award winning show based on the Margaret Atwood novel returns to Bravo on April 29th. 

Here are some instructions the city put out: 

Anticipated Impacts: 

-Possible intermittent stoppages on Parkhill Road between Water Street North and Grand 

Avenue (from 9am through 1pm) 

-Closure of Beaverdale Road between Mohawk and Kossuth Roads (local traffic only) 

-Simulated car fire (Beaverdale Road) 

-Set dressing to begin at both sets on April 9th, with wrap out anticipated to conclude April 11. 

Anticipated Parking Impacts: 

-Reduced parking at Galt arena 

-Reduced parking in Water Street Lot #1 (until approx. 5pm) 

-Reduced on-street parking on Water Street between Parkhill Road and Thorne Street (until 

approximately 5pm) 

-Utilization of private driveways for parking in and around Beaverdale Road 

  



Strong interest to film in Cambridge thanks to The Handmaid's Tale 

The number of inquires about filming in Cambridge was down in 2017, but city staff say 

the success of the Hulu show The Handmaid's Tale elevated the city's profile as a 

location for TV shows and films. 

Inquiries down in 2017, but success of Handmaid's Tale elevated city's profile 

CBC News · Posted: Jan 29, 2018 3:06 PM ET | Last Updated: January 29 

 

The Handmaid's Tale was filmed in Galt and features the Main Street bridge and the river walk by Mill 

Street Park with Central Presbyterian Church seen in the distance. (George Kraychyk/Hulu) 

1 comments 

Cambridge saw a slight dip in the number of inquiries about filming locations in 2017, 

but staff in the city's economic development office are still pretty happy. 

There were 45 inquiries about filming in the city. While it was down from 52 in 2016, it 

was still above 25 in 2015, when the city really started to promote itself as a location for 

TV shows and films. 

Cambridge locations used prominently in The Handmaid's Tale 

q: Watch the chilling trailer for season 2 of The Handmaid's Tale 

http://www.cbc.ca/
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/kitchener-waterloo/cambridge-handmaid-s-atwood-gilead-1.4135959
http://www.cbc.ca/radio/q/blog/watch-the-chilling-trailer-for-season-2-of-the-handmaid-s-tale-1.4488572


In 2017, there were 16 days of filming, which is down from 21 in 2016 but up a touch 

from 15 in 2015. The majority of the projects took place in the core area of Galt. 

"What made 2017 so exciting, even though our inquiries were down a bit, was the 

success of The Handmaid's Tale," said Devon Hogue, business information officer for 

the city. 

"This program filmed numerous times in Cambridge in the 2016 film season and to have 

it come to screen and showcase our community on an international stage really 

garnered support for our film program locally." 

 

 

Murdoch Mysteries has filmed in Cambridge for years. (CBC) 

15 projects in 2017 



In January 2018, already there have been four inquiries for filming, which is the same 

amount as in 2017 and 2016. 

Along with The Handmaid's Tale — which recently won eight Emmy Awards and two 

Golden Globes and returned to film its second season in October — Cambridge hosted 

cast and crew members from the shows Dark Matter, Frankie Drake, Murdoch 

Mysteries and the political drama Designated Survivor. 

The city has created a map to show the various locations used in TV and films. 

There were 15 different projects that filmed in Cambridge in 2017, which staff said in a 

year-end report, resulted in approximately $303,000 in economic impact. 

For fans of The Handmaid's Tale, the second season premieres on April 25. 
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