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“We wanted to go somewhere where there was 

interest in having us and we knew that would 

happen in Lethbridge. Little did we know how 

good it would be, it was a great decision.”
 — Philip K., Business Event Organizer
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THIS IS
LETHBRIDGE
We love Lethbridge, but as a community,  

we tend to take a modest approach when 

talking about the amazing city we call home! 

However, it’s the comments from our business, 

industry and leisure travellers that remind us 

how much we have to brag about. 

One of our most iconic pieces of architecture is the CP Rail Lethbridge 

Viaduct (also known as the High Level Bridge), the longest and highest 

trestle bridge in the world (featured on the front cover). An engineering 

marvel in its own right, the more than 100 year-old bridge spans the coulee 

creating breathtaking views that mix industrial with the natural environment. 

Lethbridge is bisected by the Oldman River, creating valley parkland and 

scenic coulees which are home to walking trails, a nature reserve and Fort 

Whoop-Up – a famous frontier trading post. Since Lethbridge is situated on 

traditional Blackfoot Territory, First Nations culture is part of our heritage 

and continues to add to the cultural diversity within and surrounding the 

city. We often embrace this cultural component by adding traditional First 

Nations drumming or dancing to our welcoming ceremonies. 

Lethbridge also has a strong reputation as a community where collaboration 

among diverse organizations and a wide range of partners is simply how 

we get things done. A mid-sized city of nearly 100,000 people, Lethbridge 

offers the friendly, affordable charm of a smaller place along with the 

venues, services and entertainment options of an urban centre to help create 

memorable event experiences for business and leisure travellers alike. 

Lethbridge averages 320 days of sunshine each year and chinook winds 

that bring the warmest winters in the western provinces, which means there 

are plenty of opportunities to enjoy the many natural treasures this city and 

region has to offer. On a clear day you can even see the Rocky Mountains in 

the distance!

Our walkable downtown is filled with rich culture and unique arts and 

shopping opportunities as well a variety of local cuisines for you to savour. 

With two modern post-secondary institutions (the University of Lethbridge 

and Lethbridge College) located here, there is a vibrant campus culture 

woven into the community. 

From golf courses to cooking courses, art openings to 
home openers, and so much more in between, you will 
be surprised at all Lethbridge has to offer. 

There are many reasons Lethbridge is a  

bright choice for your next meeting or  

event. While we believe you need to visit 

our city to fully embrace the experience, 

we’d like to highlight a few of the attributes 

and opportunities that set us apart. 

Definition: cou•lee (ku li) n. 

Chiefly Western U.S. and Western 

Canada. a deep ravine or gulch that 

has been formed by running water.

There are over 200 kilometres 

of paved pathways and 

approximately 40 kilometres of 

natural trails in Lethbridge.

More than 12,000 business 

travellers visited Lethbridge 

in 2015. 

cou•lee 200 km 12,000
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We may be a bit off the beaten path, 

but it’s an easy path to navigate with 

several opportunities to experience 

southern Alberta along the way. 

THESE MAY INCLUDE: 

• A cowboy experience at Bar U Ranch 

 National Historic Site

• A First Nations educational experience at 

 Head Smashed in Buffalo Jump (UNESCO 

 World Heritage Site)

• A film tour experience at film locations  

 including Brokeback Mountain, Open Range, 

 RV and more!

Another option is to fly direct from Calgary or Edmonton. Both Air 

Canada and Integra Air offer a range of flights each day. Integra 

Air also offers charter options providing a flexible schedule to meet 

the needs of your travellers. 

Regardless of how you travel to our city, we encourage you take some 

time to explore the unique natural landscape and globally recognized 

cultural attractions in this region. Enjoy the natural beauty of Waterton 

Lakes National Park (a UNESCO World Heritage Site) or visit the Canadian 

Badlands by exploring the sacred landscape of Writing on Stone Provincial 

Park and the richest fossil beds in the world at Dinosaur Provincial Park  

(a UNESCO World Heritage Site).

Once you are here, we guarantee you’ll wish you had 
more time to explore!

chooselethbridge.ca

Direct or Scenic Route – You Choose!

GETTING

HERE

There are two UNESCO World 

Heritage Sites within a 90 minute 

drive of Lethbridge. 

There are five excellent golf 

courses within city limits and a 

dozen more are accessible 

within a 30 minute drive. 

 In 1932, the United States and Canada 

created the world’s first International 

Peace Park: Waterton Glacier 

International Peace Park.

UNESCO 30 min 1932

FLIGHT TIME
•   Lethbridge to Edmonton  
    1 hour 15 minutes

•  Lethbridge to Calgary  
    45 minutes

DRIVE TIME
• Lethbridge to Waterton 
   1 hour 20 minutes

• Lethbridge to Calgary 
   2 hours 30 minutes

• Lethbridge to Red Deer 
   4 hours

• Lethbridge to Banff 
   4 hours

• Lethbridge to Edmonton 
   5 hours

• Lethbridge to Jasper 
   7 hours 40 minutes

Since Lethbridge is only two hours from the Calgary 

International Airport, the most cost-effective 

transportation option for larger groups is a charter  

bus service. This gives travellers the choice between 

taking the direct route to arrive in Lethbridge in just 

a couple of hours, or enhancing the travel experience  

by taking in some of the interesting stops along the way. 

LETHBRIDGE
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MEETHERE
From large banquet rooms and trade show 

venues to convention spaces and breakout 

rooms, Lethbridge has a diverse and interesting 

range of options for your meeting or event. 

If you are looking for an off-site venue on a grander scale, Lethbridge 

can also accommodate events of 1,000+ people at Lethbridge Exhibition 

Park and the ENMAX Centre Arena. These venues have hosted national 

and international events such as the Canada Wide Science Fair, Skate 

Canada and the National Beef Science Seminar. 

When you meet in Lethbridge, you will also be surrounded by a diverse 

business environment that is enhanced by a robust education and research 

climate unique to a mid-sized community. Both Lethbridge College and the 

University of Lethbridge offer specialized options to meet your business and 

education needs including lecture theatres, conference facilities and flexible 

classroom space with advanced technologies. 

Here you will find the convenience of 

a one-stop venue by choosing one 

of Lethbridge’s premiere spaces at the 

Coast Lethbridge Hotel and Conference 

Centre or the Lethbridge Lodge Hotel and 

Conference Centre (a Sandman Signature 

Property). Each of these properties offers 

well-appointed guest rooms combined 

with large-scale banquet, trade show and 

meeting spaces for an easy and desirable 

experience for out-of-town guests. 

Your meeting or event will shine in Lethbridge!

 Lethbridge offers more than 250,000 square feet of 

meeting space through a range of venues. 

Lethbridge venues can accommodate 

meetings with up to 500 delegates. 

Photo provided by Lethbridge College

250,000 500
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“There are a lot of 
reasons to come to 
Lethbridge...it is a 
hidden gem. Lethbridge 
is a place not necessarily 
on the typical map but 
when you do get here 
it is a place you won’t 
forget. There is so  
much to see.” 

— Marian V., Study Tour Delegate

If you are looking outside of the meeting-room 

box, we can help with that too.

Enjoy a spectacular coulee view from the viewing gallery of the Galt Museum 

and Archives, host your guests at the Helen Schuler Nature Centre to 

experience a unique urban escape within minutes of downtown or explore 

your creative side in artistically created spaces at SAAG (Southern Alberta 

Art Gallery) and the centrally located community arts centre, Casa. From a 

service provider perspective, the Allied Arts Council is also a terrific resource 

for connecting you to a directory of artists and musicians that can help your 

event become an experience that captures the imagination.

If you are actually looking to get outside, Lethbridge has 

terrific options for you to consider. The award-winning Nikka 

Yuko Japanese Garden offers an unforgettable cultural 

experience combining the beauty of nature in a serene setting 

that is perfect for exploring or creating a memorable event. 

The beautiful Norland Historic Estate offers a 100-person 

ballroom and an outdoor tent space that can accommodate 

an event for up to 300. And Fort Whoop-Up will transport 

you to a time of fur traders and the wild west where you can 

experience a bit of the city’s history while enjoying a southern 

Alberta barbecue your guests won’t soon forget. 

It’s easy to take advantage of multiple  
venues when everything in the city is  
within a 15 minute drive

LETHBRIDGE
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From large-chain operators to a 1910 Victorian mansion, Lethbridge  

can accommodate business travellers looking for affordability, 

convenience and connection to industry. Regardless of the lodging 

option that you choose, you will find a friendly and welcoming 

atmosphere that is part of our small-city charm. 

The Lethbridge Lodging Association (LLA) is a group of key accommodation properties 
working together to enhance tourism opportunities and help you deliver a successful event. 
We work with the LLA to check hotel and venue availability on your behalf as well as support 
the bid process, particularly when dealing with multiple venues. If you choose Lethbridge, the 
LLA may also be able to provide incentives, value-added options and tailor-made solutions to 
help track room nights and event impact. 

Find many of Lethbridge’s hotel properties at VisitLethbridge.com 

PROPERTY

Rest and recharge at one of Lethbridge’s 

comfortable and affordable hotels. 

11

STAY
HERE

There are more than 

1,100 hotel rooms 

available in Lethbridge. 

The spectacular chandelier in the grand 

ballroom of the Coast Lethbridge Hotel & 

Conference Centre must be polished 

piece by piece and the entire process 

takes three days to complete. 

Lethbridge has lower hotel rates 

than the national average, making 

this city a cost-competitive choice 

for meetings and events. 

1,100 3 DAYS VALUE

Total # of 
Guest Rooms

Total Meeting 
Space sq/ft

ACCOMMODATIONS

Coast Lethbridge and Conference Centre 103 13,490 850 (Reception Style)

Lethbridge Lodge Hotel and Conference Centre 190 12,346 850 (Reception Style)

Sandman Hotel Lethbridge 139 11,140 350 (Reception Style)

Holiday Inn 119 4,275 120 (Reception Style)

Travelodge 66 2,263 200 (Reception Style)

Best Western Plus Service Inn & Suites 113 850 60 (Meeting Room)

Holiday Inn Express Hotel & Suites 102 750 50 (Meeting Room)

Fairfield Inn & Suites 81 650 40 (Meeting Room)

Ramada Hotel 66 600 30 (Meeting Room)

Super 8 55 540 30 (Meeting Room)

The Hampton Inn & Suites 87 450 15 (Boardroom)

Motel 6 56 400 10 (Meeting Room)

Super Lodge 92  

Days Inn 87  

Quality Inn 60  

Comfort Inn 58  

Premier Inn & Suites  50  

Econo Lodge Inn 43  

Howard Johnson 37  

Chinook Motel 20  

TOTAL 1624 47,754

SEASONAL ACCOMODATIONS WITH MEETING SPACE

U of L 99* 60,000 2,000 (Gymnasium)

Lethbridge College 109* 25,000 1,000 (Gymnasium)

TOTAL 208 85,000 

OFF-SITE MEETING AND EVENT SPACE

Exhibition Park  120,000 2,000 (Tradeshow)

Rocky Mountain Turf Club  22,000 1,000 (Reception Style)

ENMAX Centre  21,780 325 (Reception Style)

Dr. Foster James Penny Building (U of L Downtown)  6,000 250 (Reception Style)

The Norland   5,400   300 (Reception Style) 

Galt Museum & Archives  3,437 220 (Reception Style)

Paradise Canyon Golf Resort  3,200 225 (Reception Style)

CKC Meeting Space/ Country Kitchen Catering  3,000 200 (Rounds of 8)

Casa   2,760 200 (Reception Style)

Southern Alberta Art Gallery  2,607 200 (Reception Style)

Helen Schuler Nature Centre  1,645 70 (Reception Style)

Fort Whoop-Up  650 50 (Meeting Room)

TOTAL  189,719

GRAND TOTAL 1,832 322,473  

Max capacity in the 
largest event space
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EXPLORE
LETHBRIDGE
We have many of the chain restaurants 

that you would expect to find in a large 

city, but we also have many unique 

culinary options for you to enjoy. 

INTRIGUED? THERE’S MORE!

In downtown you will discover more than 60 unique retails shops and 

50 restaurants and pubs providing a distinctly local shopping and dining 

experience. From ladies wear and home décor to comic books and virtual reality 

adventures, you will find that Downtown Lethbridge is “The Place to Be”. 

www.downtownlethbridge.com

BUT IT DOESN’T STOP THERE. 

Our many festivals, museums and galleries offer a vibrant arts and culture 

experience in Lethbridge. The Southern Alberta Art Gallery is a dynamic place 

featuring contemporary art by renowned local, national and international artists 

and a shop stocked with merchandise by local artisans. At the Galt Museum & 

Archives you can explore the latest exhibits about Lethbridge’s history, browse 

the museum store or simply enjoy the breathtaking coulee view from the 

viewing gallery. 

www.artslethbridge.org

Dine in the downtown at one of the locally-owned 

restaurants like Mocha Cabana, where a commitment to 

all things fresh and local with a farm-to-table philosophy 

will be sure to delight. You should also know, when it 

comes to dining in Lethbridge – the sky’s the limit; 

at least in the iconic water tower turned restaurant 

that sits 192 feet above the ground. 

“Everything about Lethbridge was a surprise to me. 

It is such a vibrant city and things are happening because 

of the great community support. I had no idea Lethbridge 

had so much going on.” — Philip K., Business Event Organizer

LETHBRIDGE
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Speaking of the coulee, if you are looking 

to get outdoors, you will find more than 

200 kilometres of walking trails creating a 

beautiful way to explore the river valley parks. 

LETHBRIDGE EXPERIENCE CHECKLIST 

The following experiences may help with your planning, but 

certainly do not represent a comprehensive list! We’d be happy to 

customize an experience that’s just right for you and your delegates. 

Contact us at 403-331-0022. 

2-3 hour Downtown Experience

• SAAG

• Galt Museum & Archives

• Shop, dine and relax at the spa

Half-Day Local Attraction Experience

• Nikka Yuko Japanese Gardens

• Fort Whoop Up Interpretive Centre

• Helen Schuler Nature Centre

• Golf, hike or explore the outdoors

Full-Day Regional Experience

• Waterton Lakes National Park

• Head Smashed in Buffalo Jump UNESCO World Heritage Site 

• Canadian Badlands: Start your day at Writing on Stone Provincial 

 Park and wrap it up at Dinosaur Provincial Park

Learn more at www.exploresouthwestalberta.ca

Lethbridge has an average of 

320 days of sunshine each year 

and 700 hours of clear skies.

The urban park system 

in Lethbridge covers 

4300 acres.

On average, the typical 

commute in Lethbridge is 

15 minutes.

320 days 4300 15 min

If you are feeling more adventurous, tubing 

and raft tours down the Oldman River may 

be a terrific way to enjoy the scenery and the 

sunny summer weather. From the coulee, you 

can catch a glimpse of Paradise Canyon Golf 

Resort, the number one course in southern 

Alberta and one of Golf Digest Magazine’s 

top 60 courses in Canada.

EXPLORE
OUTDOORS
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WE CAN HELP! 

As the Destination Marketing Organization for 

Lethbridge, we offer free services and support 

to help association executives and meeting 

planners host meetings and events in Lethbridge. 

To help you choose Lethbridge, our team will: 

PROVIDE BID ASSISTANCE

Based on your requirements, we will gather information from local partners and prepare 

a custom bid package that features accommodation and facility availability and pricing, 

suggested itinerary options and sample budgets, as well as add-on experience options. 

If you would like to visit Lethbridge before making this important decision, we’d love to 

host you for a personalized visit!

IDENTIFY FUNDING AND INCENTIVE OPPORTUNITIES

Using our in-depth understanding of the meeting and event industry in Lethbridge, we 

can provide you with incentive opportunities and potential partnership streams to offset 

your costs and meet your event’s needs. 

LIAISE WITH SUPPLIERS AND SERVICE PROVIDERS

In your bid package, we’ll identify suppliers and service providers who can help make 

your event a success. We are also happy to have a more in-depth discussion with you 

to ensure we have identified all of your needs and to connect you directly to the local 

people who will handle the behind-the-scenes planning and execution. 

IDENTIFY LOCAL CHAMPIONS

Through the work that we do as an economic development organization, we have a  

strong network of partners and stakeholders that we can connect you with. From industry 

champions to keynote speakers, we are happy to brainstorm some ideas with you!

OFFER MARKETING AND PROMOTION SUPPORT

We value your business and look forward to helping promote your event. We can offer media 

release distribution and suggested avenues of promotion and we’re always happy to share 

your message though social media. We can also provide information to help you market the 

Lethbridge opportunity to delegates leading up to the event including photos, videos, maps 

and more. Once you are here, we can provide delegate bags that include tourist information 

for the city and area including dining guides and ideas on what to do in Lethbridge. 

SHARE MARKET RESEARCH AND DATA

After your event, we’ll be in touch to gather a few points of data related to your event. 

Using an industry standard calculation, we’ll be able to provide you with the overall 

economic impact to help you with future planning and decision-making. 

For specific information regarding venues  
and services, visit chooselethbridge.ca  
or contact us at 403-331-0022. 
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