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“As a local company doing business in a global 

market, we continue to benefit from the economic 

stability, access to skilled labour and spirit of innovation 

Lethbridge has to offer. With a 50-year history of 

business success, we know that Lethbridge is a bright 

choice to start, innovate and grow.”

 — Bill Spenceley, President/Owner, Flexahopper Plastics Ltd
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THIS IS
LETHBRIDGE
A bright spot in the province, Lethbridge is 

southern Alberta’s hub for both traditional industries 

and emerging technologies. Lethbridge thinkers, 

makers and doers are leading change in agriculture, 

food sciences, technology and manufacturing within 

a community that is propelled by innovative research 

and a spirit of entrepreneurship. 



Lethbridge’s economy has always been distinguished by the 

ability of businesses and entrepreneurs to adapt and innovate 

with changing times. The agriculture sector, long a mainstay of the 

region’s economy, is shifting from pure production to an increased 

focus on value-added processing. We are home to a thriving 

technology sector, driven by a growing knowledge workforce and 

fueled by the bright minds at our post-secondary institutions and 

research centres. Our diverse business community includes small 

businesses and global corporations, 100-year-old companies to the 

ever-evolving roster of tech startups based out of the Tecconnect 

centre for entrepreneurship and innovation. As the city continues to 

grow towards a population of 100,000, Lethbridge remains at the 

intersection of innovation for business, commerce and education in 

southern Alberta.

But Lethbridge isn’t just a great place to make a living; it’s a great 

place to make a life. Here, the feel of a close-knit small community 

is complemented by the services and amenities of a growing urban 

centre. We pride ourselves on our community’s natural beauty, 

diverse population, two modern post-secondary institutions, a 

thriving arts and culture scene and top-notch recreational facilities. 

We are also a community that delivers on its promises over time. In 

fact, we have found that the more people get to know Lethbridge, 

the more they love it. 

Our message is clear: 
if you are looking for 
a place to start or 
grow your business in 
a community full of 
opportunity, Lethbridge 
is the bright choice. 

Read on to learn more 
about the business 
advantages, economic 
strengths and diverse 
industries that are part 
of our success story.

LETHBRIDGE
for business 
investmentA BRIGHT CHOICE:



4 chooselethbridge.ca

From access to quality raw materials, 

like soil and fresh water, to modern 

essential infrastructure, Lethbridge 

has a strong foundation for supporting 

investment and business growth.

BUILDING

HERE

AVAILABLE SERVICED LAND 

Lethbridge has an extensive inventory of serviced industrial land to accommodate 

new industry and relocation of existing businesses. This includes Sherring Business  

& Industrial Park, located in the northeast corner of the city. This 350 acre park 

includes a major sports field complex, a commercial area and several types of 

industrial lots - designed to meet business, general and heavy industrial uses.  

An expansion of the park is underway that will add approximately 400 additional 

acres of serviced industrial land.

WATER CAPACITY

Lethbridge has a modern water treatment plant and water distribution system with 

sufficient surface water allocations to meet the demand for safe, healthy drinking water  

well into the future. The City of Lethbridge Water Treatment Plant has a capacity of 150 

million litres per day of high quality drinking water from the Oldman River. The city also 

operates a wastewater treatment plant with the capacity to serve not only a growing 

population, but a diverse range of intensive manufacturing operations that cover over  

4.1 million square feet of floor space.



SUPPLY CHAIN & LOGISTICS

With three major highways and CP Rail’s main rail line all running through the city, as 

well as its proximity to Calgary, B.C., Saskatchewan and the U.S. border, Lethbridge 

offers excellent access to key transportation networks and the markets they serve.

In Lethbridge, supply chain and logistics companies perform an essential role 

in transporting agriculture products, machinery, and livestock and dealing with 

warehousing and freight transportation services, parts, or sales across Canada and 

North America. 

H & R Transport is one of North America’s largest temperature controlled truckload 

transportation firms. H&R’s refrigerated transportation fleet covers the entire  

North American Continent, and is backed by a sophisticated dispatch system and 

leading- edge telematics tracking and messaging systems.

Transmark Ltd. operates a unique private rail siding off a Canadian Pacific Railroad 

mainline capable of an accommodating a full unit train and storing up to 600 rail cars.

VersaCold, Canada’s largest supply chain company focused exclusively on the handling of 

temperature sensitive products, operates two facilities in Lethbridge.

LETHBRIDGE
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One of Lethbridge’s greatest assets is its 

diverse and dynamic population. Our population 

continues to grow at a steady rate and currently 

sits around 100,000. With more than a quarter 

of the adult population under the age of 34, 

Lethbridge brims with a youthful energy.

Over the past five years, our population has grown by an 

average of almost two per cent per year. That’s nearly 

150 new arrivals each month! One of the fastest growing 

segments is the 30-39 age group, which increased by  

20 per cent between 2012 and 2017. Overall, Lethbridge 

has a well-balanced demographic profile and a healthy 

mix of youth, workforce and seniors in the community.

Lethbridge also continues to demonstrate a stable, 

balanced labour market. Census data for the city  

indicate that Lethbridge had the lowest unemployment 

rate in the province in 2016 at 5.9 per cent. Lethbridge 

also boasts lower than provincial average labour costs  

in most key sectors.

Fastest growing segment  

of the population. 

The number of students who 

graduate from the college and 

university each year. 

Lethbridge’s unemployment  

rate in 2016 (the lowest in  

the province). 

30-39 3,2005.9%

BRIGHT 
PEOPLE



POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION

As home to two post-secondary institutions (a rarity for a city of its size), Lethbridge is a true 

campus community. Businesses in Lethbridge can draw from a pool of young, well-educated 

potential employees from the more than 3,200 students who graduate from Lethbridge 

College and the University of Lethbridge each year.

 

Lethbridge College, Canada’s first publicly-funded community college, offers a wide array  

of career-focused programs from trades to corporate business training. The college has 

recently opened a new 127,495-square-foot trades and technologies building which will 

support more than 880 new learners across eight trade areas and four technology programs. 

The facility will also house a 7,000-square-foot research and innovation space, expected to  

be completed by spring 2018.

The University of Lethbridge has been a destination for students seeking a comprehensive 

liberal education for more than 50 years. The university attracts approximately 8,400 

students from around the world each year to its 150 undergraduate and 60 graduate 

programs, along with world-class research opportunities. It is currently undergoing a 

dramatic, $280 million campus redevelopment that includes a new science and academic 

building that will significantly enhance the university’s capacity as a centre for research and 

innovation. The project is set to be completed by fall of 2019.

Photo provided by Lethbridge College
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LIVING 
HERE
There are many concrete reasons Lethbridge  

is a great location to start, grow or expand  

your business. 

But what makes our community really shine is the combination of city 

amenities and small-town charm, the easy lifestyle it affords and the sense of 

community it fosters. With its low cost of living, mild climate, short commute 

times and wide range of recreation and cultural opportunities, Lethbridge 

has something for everyone to achieve a perfect balance of work and life. 

• Enjoy the stunning coulee landscapes of the Oldman 

  River valley including the Helen Schuler Nature Centre, 

    historic Fort Whoop-Up and views of the CP Rail 

     Lethbridge Viaduct, the world’s longest and highest 

     trestle bridge.

•  Pick up a broom or lace up your skates and hit the ice 

    at the ATB Centre, a 125,000 square foot state-of-the-art 

    facility that includes two NHL-sized ice arenas and a 

    10-sheet curling rink. Phase 2 is expected to open in 

    2019 and will include an aquatics centre, multi-sport 

     field house, fitness centre, indoor track, and much more.



• Visit downtown, the beating heart of the city and home to a thriving arts and 

 culture scene that includes the Southern Alberta Art Gallery (SAAG), the Casa 

 community arts centre and a growing variety of restaurants, cafes, and boutiques.

• Enjoy some of the more than 2,500 hours of sunshine Lethbridge gets each year 

 at the new Henderson Lake outdoor swimming pool and water park or the more 

 than 200 km of paved trails for walking, running, and cycling.

• Hit the links at one of the five excellent courses within city limits (including 

 Paradise Canyon Golf Resort, the number one course in southern Alberta 

 and one of Golf Digest Magazine’s top 60 courses in Canada). 

LETHBRIDGE
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VIBRANT 
ECONOMY
If there is any community in Alberta that can make 

the claim of balanced growth, it is Lethbridge. 

And we continue to see this claim supported through tracked economic 

indicators like Gross Domestic Product (GDP) along with annual rankings and 

reports. Lethbridge has a gross domestic product of approximately $5.5 billion 

and an urban population of nearly 100,000 in a trading area of over 341,000. 



5,600 Business 

Licenses

The average commute time in 

Lethbridge is 15 minutes

There is more than $1 Billion 

worth of construction projects 

planned or underway in the 

Lethbridge Region over  

the next 3 years

Average Housing Costs
in Alberta (2016)

Edmonton $369,365

Red Deer $306,697

Calgary $463,047

Lethbridge $266,801

Population Growth by Age (2011-2016)
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According to the 2017 Conference Board of Canada Mid-Sized Cities 

Report, the Information & Cultural Industries sector (which includes 

technology) saw employment growth of 236 per cent in 2016 and 

contributes $129 million to Lethbridge’s economy. Work to develop  

this city as an anchor to the high-tech industry has helped define  

Lethbridge as a great choice for entrepreneurs and high-tech companies.  

This is one of the reasons Lethbridge was recognized as one of the 2016  

Top 21 Intelligent Communities of the Year, which considers nominations  

from nearly 400 communities around the world.

Lethbridge fully embraces the knowledge 

economy and the creativity and innovation  

that comes along with it. Many stakeholders  

in the community are working to create 

opportunities for collaboration to occur  

and entrepreneurs to succeed. 

Total Revenue reported 

by Tecconnect 

companies in 2016.

Annual GDP of the 

Information & Cultural Industry 

in Lethbridge. 

Lethbridge was among the 

Top 21 Intelligent 

Communities of the Year.

$3.16 Million $129 MillionTOP 21

TECHNOLOGY 
& INNOVATION



Through programs and services available at the Tecconnect centre for entrepreneurship and 
innovation, the University of Lethbridge’s AGILITY program and the Regional Innovation 
Network of Southern Alberta (RINSA), there is tremendous opportunity for businesses here to 
embrace innovation and grow and expand.

Whipcord is a local success story, having grown from a startup geospatial company to a 
leader in the data services industry with its headquarters and a Tier 3 data centre here in 
Lethbridge. Whipcord has expanded to include offices in Vancouver, Calgary, and Toronto 
with additional data centres in Vancouver and Toronto.

Autovance is a software company that has created a made-in-Lethbridge solution for 
automotive sales. With Autovance’s software, a dealership sales manager can generate a 
variety of buy or lease options in just a few minutes, giving consumers the information they 
need to make a purchase decision.

The Tecconnect centre for entrepreneurship and innovation is a vibrant and supportive 
environment for businesses to start and grow. Since 2011, Tecconnect has offered training, 
support and networking opportunities that connect startups with customers, influencers 
and experts. In 2016, Tecconnect delivered more than 40 events and training sessions to 
more than 300 participants. At the end of last year, the centre was at a 90% occupancy rate 
with startup companies working in industries including geospatial imaging, cloud-based 
accounting, automotive industry software, biotechnologies, new media and VR.

LETHBRIDGE
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Success in the agriculture sector is supported by the surrounding 

region, which includes more than 900 farms generating farm receipts 

of more than $2 billion per year, building on assets of $3.2 billion. 

Primary crops in this region include canola, corn, potatoes, sugar beets 

and pulses in addition to significant livestock and dairy production. 

Agriculture and agri-food are core  

wealth-generating industries for southern 

Alberta. The strength of this sector is  

a major contributor to the economic  

stability that sets Lethbridge apart from  

resource-dependent parts of the province.

Number of farms in the 

Lethbridge region. 

GDP generated by the 

Agriculture industry.

 The Lethbridge Research and 

Development Centre is one of the largest 

within Canada’s network of 20. 

900 15.4% #1

AGRICULTURE
AGRI-FOOD



There are more than 120 established agri-food processing businesses in the Lethbridge region 
producing food and/or feed for local consumption and export. In the past 10 years, this sector 
has seen significant investment and plans for future investment.

Cavendish Farms is a leading producer of frozen food products for retail and foodservice 
markets throughout Canada and around the world. Cavendish has begun construction of a 
new $350 million frozen potato processing plant in Lethbridge that will double their annual 
production capacity. This project represents the largest private investment in the city’s history.

Richardson International Ltd is one of Canada’s oldest and largest fully-integrated oilseed 
crushing, refining, processing and packaging operations. Richardson has recently undergone 
a $120 million upgrade to its Lethbridge canola processing facility that allows the plant to 
process an additional 250,000 metric tonnes of canola every year.

In addition to its role as a centre for agricultural production, distribution and service 
Lethbridge is also a hub for agricultural research. The Lethbridge Research and Development 
Centre was established in 1906 and is one of the largest facilities within Agriculture and  
Agri-Food Canada’s research network. The centre conducts research in new technologies and 
techniques in beef cattle science, crop and livestock biotechnology platforms, sustainable 
crop and livestock production systems and the environmental impact of agriculture. 

LETHBRIDGE
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Number of people 

employed in the 

Manufacturing industry. 

Annual GDP generated by the 

Construction industry. 

The Manufacturing sector accounts 

for $625 million of Lethbridge’s 

total GDP.

4,800$321 Million $625 Million

MANUFACTURING
A competitive tax structure, proximity to 

markets and a highly dependable workforce  

has allowed a diversified manufacturing base  

to thrive and grow in Lethbridge.
 

From specialized trailers to aircraft engines, oil and gas equipment to 

prefab homes, Lethbridge is home to a range of small to medium sized 

manufacturers. According to the most recent Conference Board of Canada 

Mid-Sized Cities Report, the manufacturing sector employs 4,800 people  

and accounts for $625 million of Lethbridge’s total GDP.

Flexahopper Plastics Ltd was founded in Lethbridge in 1967 and 
produces a wide range of oil and gas, agricultural, and marine 
products as well as packaging and aerospace components.

Headquartered in Lethbridge Triple M Housing employs more 
than 325 people in the construction of manufactured homes and 
modular housing.

Haul-All Equipment specializes in the design, manufacturing, sale 
and support of waste and recycling systems including storage 
containers, collection vehicles and transfer stations.



CONSTRUCTION
Lethbridge is in the midst of a construction boom. 

In 2016 building permit values in the residential, commercial and institutional 

classes increased 35 per cent from the previous year to $337.1 million. That same 

year, Lethbridge’s construction industry employed 6,600 people and saw its 

GDP increase by 3.7 per cent (from $310m in 2015 to $321m in 2016) according 

to the 2017 Mid-Sized Cities Report.

There are more than $1 billion in major developments either underway or planned to commence in the 
Lethbridge region over the next five years, including significant developments in the institutional and 
City infrastructure category. This includes Phase 2 of the ATB Centre, a 381,000-square foot multi-sport 
and recreation facility that is a key part of the Crossings, Lethbridge’s first mixed-use urban development 
offering residential, commercial, retail and other services.

LETHBRIDGE
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RENEWABLE 
ENERGY
With plenty of sunshine and windy days,  

Southern Alberta has tremendous potential for 

renewable energy investment. The Southern  

Alberta Alternative Energy Partnership (SAAEP) 

was formed by three regional economic 

development organizations to work with  

industry, communities and all levels of 

government to encourage investment and growth 

in the alternative and renewable energy sectors. 

Today, there are close to 50 renewable energy 

projects underway or planned for the region, 

with an economic impact of $128.4 million.



The Lethbridge area also hosts three of Canada’s most significant bio-energy production 

facilities. Lethbridge Biogas is the country’s largest biogas power-plant with the capacity 

to convert more than 100,000 tonnes of organic waste into enough energy to power 

2,800 homes a year. Invigor Bioenergy owns and operates a 71 million litre-per-year facility, 

currently undergoing upgrades to allow it to process a wider range of feedstocks. GrowTEC 

runs a sophisticated bio-gas facility, enhanced with Solar PV, to provide for the energy 

needs of their potato operations.

The number of 

renewable energy 

projects underway or 

planned for the region.

Lethbridge College was the first 

college in Canada to offer an 

internationally recognized Wind 

Turbine Training Program. 

Lethbridge’s SunRidge 

neighbourhood is the first 

“Built-Green” community  

in Canada. 

50#1 #1
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WE CAN 
HELP! 
At Economic Development Lethbridge, we are 

proud to serve as a support system, a community 

collaborator and advocate for the continued 

evolution, growth and prosperity of Lethbridge. 

We foster collaboration among industry and 

business, governments and institutions and help 

businesses access the information and support 

needed to relocate, start or grow.

To help you make the bright choice, our team will: 

IDENTIFY FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

Utilizing our in-depth understanding of Lethbridge’s business environment, we can 

provide you with information on grants and partnership opportunities as well as tools 

and training programs that can help you develop and grow your business. 

SHARE RESEARCH AND DATA

We track, analyze and share data and statistics in areas like labour force, housing 

markets and economic indicators on a provincial, national and international level to 

highlight trends and identify future growth opportunities for partners and stakeholders.



WE CAN 
HELP! 

PROVIDE SITE SELECTION SUPPORT

Whether you’re looking for commercial or industrial land, we can help you find the right place for 

your business. We can coordinate site visits, connect you with Lethbridge Real Estate and Land 

Development for greenfield opportunities or facilitate your inquiry to some of the more than  

750 acres of serviced land in Lethbridge.

MAKE CONNECTIONS

Whether you’re a startup or an established business setting up in Lethbridge, you can tap into 

our robust network of local, provincial and national industry links and partnerships. From research 

and innovation to business development and training services, we are your link to a wealth of 

community connections to help you succeed.

Contact us at 403-331-0022 or visit 
chooselethbridge.ca for more information 
on how we can help you make the 
bright choice for your business.
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