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The YSpace Northern York Region Entrepreneurship Hub 
 

Purpose of Project  
The YSpace Northern York Region Entrepreneurship Hub (The Entrepreneurship Hub) is a 
partnership between the Town of East Gwillimbury (EG), Town of Georgina, and YSpace, York 
University’s pan-university entrepreneurship and innova�on hub. 

Formed in response to the COVID-19 pandemic challenges, the collabora�on between the two 
rural municipali�es and YSpace brings together complementary strengths to provide support 
and resources for entrepreneurs in northern York Region. 

This partnership has evolved con�nuously since 2021, demonstra�ng an unwavering 
commitment to entrepreneurs naviga�ng a post-pandemic landscape and serving as a catalyst 
for EG and Georgina's economic recovery.  

Effec�veness / Mee�ng Objec�ves  
The Entrepreneurship Hub supports local entrepreneurs with a mul�faceted approach to 
recovery and expansion. As a result, the local entrepreneurial ecosystem has been transformed 
in the following ways: 

• University-Led Educa�on: By partnering with a post-secondary ins�tu�on, the 
municipali�es gain access to an extensive network of educators and mentors, while 
small businesses can access university-led entrepreneurial educa�on at no cost, without 
leaving their home communi�es. 

• Business Incubator and Accelerator: By crea�ng a physical coworking space in Georgina, 
businesses have access to business development support, peer-to-peer collabora�on, 
touch-down office space, a board room, and internet access for free. 

The Entrepreneurship Hub has served 215 businesses, providing over 450 hours of business 
coaching, mentorship, and programming. The impact has been substan�al, benefi�ng over 600 
individuals in the process. 

The joint effort has demonstrated tangible results, demonstra�ng how collabora�ve ini�a�ves 
foster economic growth and development within the communi�es involved. 
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Challenges & Changes 
Phase 1: Business Bounce Back (2021-2022) 

Business Bounce Back delivered educa�onal workshops and individual mentorship to over 70 
par�cipants from the hospitality and tourism industries in EG and Georgina. The focus of the 
program was to help businesses create new sources of revenue, launch a business idea, and 
gain the digital skills to establish an online presence and store.  

The par�cipant feedback for this program laid the groundwork for extended entrepreneurial 
supports in our communi�es and reinforced the strength of this collabora�on.  

Phase 2: YSpace Northern York Region Entrepreneurship Hub (2022-2024) 

The Entrepreneurship Hub builds on the success of the Bounce Back Program to create an 
ecosystem that supports co-working and collabora�on, fostering both business development 
and personal development for new and exis�ng entrepreneurs. 

By sustaining this joint ini�a�ve, YSpace programming was able to further expand in northern 
York Region. In addi�on to programming, the two-year project (2022-2024) includes the 
establishment of a physical incubator and accelerator in Georgina (YSpace Georgina), as well as 
satellite opera�ons in East Gwillimbury to engage the local business community and leverage 
the exper�se of local mentors in collabora�on with YSpace instructors. 

The Entrepreneurship Hub has forged and strengthened rela�onships with other local partners, 
including York Small Business Enterprise Centre, TechConnex, Digital Main Street, and Change 
Connect, South Lake Futures East Gwillimbury Chamber of Commerce, and Georgina Chamber 
of Commerce.  Collabora�ng with these organiza�ons has allowed the Entrepreneurship Hub to 
expand programming, peer-to-peer sessions, mentoring, and generate further value for 
entrepreneurs.   

Target Audience (Demographics) 
The target audience includes entrepreneurs, business owners, home-based businesses, and 
individuals seeking to start or develop their businesses within EG and Georgina. 

The Entrepreneurship Hub’s success in reaching its target audience is exemplified by two 
par�cipants partnering together to create and execute the inaugural fes�val, Free Spirit Fest. 

This not only highlights the Entrepreneurship Hub's ability to connect like-minded 
entrepreneurs, but the par�cipants leveraged YSpace Georgina to access on-demand support 
and funding sources to bring their fes�val vision to life.  

Please see the following link to watch a video of YSpace EG and Georgina, which includes 
tes�monials from current par�cipants and an inside look of the business incubator and 
accelerator.  

https://yfile.news.yorku.ca/2021/07/18/new-yspace-program-will-help-businesses-bounce-back/
https://www.yorkregion.com/business/pandemic-forced-me-into-next-phase-georgina-welcomes-new-business-accelerator-program/article_a5b75a4f-e544-5e78-8f81-b01149070b08.html
https://www.georgina.ca/sites/default/files/mr_-_yspace_georgina_business_incubator_accelerator_hub_supporting_entrepreneurship_in_georgina.pdf
https://news.yorku.ca/2022/08/05/york-university-officially-opens-newest-yspace-location-in-northern-york-region/
https://georginapost.com/2023/07/09/a-celebration-of-well-being/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_3SYxQaqAyE&list=PPSV
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