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New Career-Oriented Community Concierge 

Program to Connect Trent Graduates with 

Local Employers  

 

Trent University graduates will have enhanced access to local employment opportunities, 

supports and work-integrated learning through the innovative new Community Concierge 

program, developed in partnership with the City of Kawartha Lakes and Peterborough & the 

Kawarthas Economic Development (PKED), and supported through $822,392 in funding through 

the Government of Ontario’s Skills Development Fund.  

"Trent University plays a critical role in providing a labour force equipped with the skills 

employers demand,” said Dr. Leo Groarke, president and vice-chancellor of Trent University. 

“We welcome the Community Concierge program and are working with our partners to create 

opportunities for our graduates to gain experience and pursue careers in the local community.” 

Creating a resilient economy with recent graduates 

This innovative new program strives to ensure a resilient workforce by supporting the entry of 

recent graduates into the labour market, and supporting local and rural employers to fill skilled 

job vacancies. 

The 12-month Community Concierge program, led through Careerspace at Trent University, will 

create new staff positions to support 60 multi-year partnership agreements between Trent 

University and local employers, and cultivate employment opportunities for 100 recent 

graduates. 

A portion of the Skills Development funding will allow the University to provide training 

subsidies and support to eligible job seekers during training and upskilling opportunities and the 

transition to rural employment. Partnership agreements will also address future work integrated 

learning placements for emerging graduates to better transition them to full-time employment in 

the region upon graduation. 

https://www.trentu.ca/careerspace/


“This is incredible news for local jobs seekers and employers in Kawartha Lakes and 

Peterborough County,” said Laurie Scott, MPP for Haliburton-Kawartha Lakes-Brock, who 

made the announcement of the Skills Development funding for the Community Concierge 

program, as well as funding for two projects at Fleming College. “These three local programs 

delivered by Fleming College and Trent University will help people upgrade their skills and get 

connected with good, local jobs that are in-demand now and in the future.”  

“This coordinated effort between government and education is a great thing for students in 

Kawartha Lakes,” said City of Kawartha Lakes Mayor Andy Letham. “It will help us strengthen 

our local workforce and help graduates build their careers right in their own community." 

The Community Concierge positions will be based out of City of Kawartha Lakes, PKED, and 

Careerspace at Trent University. The Skills Development Fund is an Employment Ontario 

program, funded in part by the Government of Canada and the Government of Ontario. 

CONTACT INFO: 

For more information contact: 

Cara Walsh, Communications & Media Relations Officer, Trent University, (705) 748-1011 

x6240 or carawalsh@trentu.ca 

If you no longer wish to receive news releases and advisories from Trent University, please 

email communications@trentu.ca to unsubscribe. Accessible versions of this document are 

available upon request at trentu.ca/accessible 
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Kawartha Lakes – A one-year anniversary
celebration for the Community Concierge
program (https://www.trentu.ca/careerspace/community-

concierge-program-recent-graduates) took place at
Trent University on Friday March 24, with
nearly 200 guests in attendance.

The Community Concierge program is an
innovative, cross-municipality program that
connects Trent graduates with career
opportunities throughout the City of
Kawartha Lakes and the City and County of Peterborough. The program is
supported by $822,392 in funding through the Skills Development Fund which is
an Employment Ontario program funded in part by the provincial and federal
governments.

The program was created with the dual purpose of helping recent Trent graduates
enter the job market, while supporting local and rural employers to fill skilled
worker vacancies.

In Kawartha Lakes, 36 organizations signed multi-year cooperation agreements
as part of the program, yielding 1,500 Work-Integrated Learning (WIL)
placements for upper-year students to help transition them to local, full-time
employment upon graduation.

“It is terrific to see local businesses making new connections, or formalizing
existing relationships, with Trent University. Kawartha Lakes is going to benefit
from students joining into our communities while they learn,” said Rebecca
Mustard, Manager of Economic Development.  

"The benefits of this program will be evident for years to come. It is a wonderful
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example of what can be achieved when educators, the private sector and all levels
of government work together. We are looking forward to Trent students, and
graduates, living and working in Kawartha Lakes,” added Mayor Doug Elmslie.

Photo Caption: From left to right Kelly Maloney (Kawartha Lakes Economic
Development Officer), Lisa Handley (Kawartha Dairy), Laurie Scott, MPP
(Haliburton—Kawartha Lakes—Brock) , Dr. Leo Groarke (President and Vice
Chancellor Trent University), Mayor Doug Elmslie (Kawartha Lakes), Rebecca
Mustard (Kawartha Lakes Manager of Economic Development
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