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Overview

• What: A Business Start-Up Kit

• Why: To make entrepreneurship accessible and engaging

• Who: For aspiring business owners, by Hastings County

• When: Launched April 2023

• Where: Throughout Hastings County’s 14 member municipalities



What It Looks Like















What They’re Saying



Testimonials
“Christine’s creativity makes this very approachable. It makes talking about business not so scary and 
daunting; although, she will make sure that you cover all of the important things. She just has this really 
great way of designing it out for you to see!”

- Samantha Harris, Owner of Our Neighbours’ Farm, Tweed, ON



Testimonials
“These are fun and playful. It’s a lot of information but the colours and sections make it easy to take in. 
This is what a business make-over needs to be, not boring [stuff] like spreadsheets!”

- Anonymous, Aspiring business owner, Bancroft, ON



Testimonials
“I can't express enough how grateful I am for the comprehensive business startup kit provided by Christine 
McLean, the Small Business Coordinator in Hastings County.

[…] the kit has been very useful for me in my entrepreneurial journey. The advice on how to start up a 
business was invaluable, guiding me through the intricate process and giving me a clear roadmap to 
follow. The template business plan was incredibly helpful in organizing my thoughts and ensuring I didn't 
overlook any crucial details. Mapping my ideal client avatar became a breeze with the provided sheet, 
helping me truly understand and target my audience effectively.

The real gem of the kit, however, was the step-by-step launch plan presented as a creative board game 
worksheet. This ingenious approach made the process of launching my business not only manageable but 
also enjoyable. Each step felt like a rewarding milestone as I progressed towards my goal. 

Overall, the Small Business Coordinator in Hastings County has done an amazing job with this startup kit. 
It's not just a collection of materials; it's a strategic tool that has empowered me to turn my dreams into a 
tangible and thriving business. I wholeheartedly recommend this kit to anyone embarking on their 
entrepreneurial journey – it's an investment that pays off in more ways than one.

Thank you once again for this incredible resource!”

- Nick Empson, Owner of Level Up, Tudor & Cashel, ON



Credits

Content Development: Christine McLean, Small Business Coordinator, Hastings County
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Thank You!
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