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JEAN-MATHIEU CHÉNIER 
Business Development Officer 

City of Greater Sudbury 
 

 

 
Born and raised in the Sudbury area, Jean-Mathieu is a graduate of 
Laurentian University and has over 10 years of experience working 
in the field of economic development.  After working as an 
Economic Development Officer for the City of Barrie for four years, 
J.M. seized the opportunity to move back home and work as 
Business Development Officer for the City of Greater Sudbury in 
May of 2007.  Over the years, J.M. has worked on a variety of 
sectors including mining supply and services, automotive part
manufacturing, information and communication technologies, 

business services and adva

a 

s 

nced manufacturing.   

 



 
 
 
 

KEN COATES 
Canada Research Chair  
in Regional Innovation 

 
 
 

 Ken Coates is Canada Research Chair in Regional Innovation 
at the Johnson-Shoyama Graduate School of Public Policy, and 
co-Director (Research) for the International Centre of Northern 
Governance and Development at the University of 
Saskatchewan. Raised in the Yukon, with a BA (History) from 
UBC, MA (History) from Manitoba and PhD (History) from UBC, 
Ken has worked at universities across the country and in New 
Zealand. He was the Founding Vice-President (Academic) of the 
University of Northern British Columbia and held administrative 
posts at the University of Waikato (New Zealand), University of 
New Brunswick at Saint John, University of Saskatchewan and 

University of Waterloo. His co-authored work, Arctic Front, won the Donner Prize in 
2009. He was recognized by the Canadian Society for Civil Engineering for his work on 
the history of the Alaska Highway and has received awards from the Manitoba Historical 
Society, the BC Historical Society and the Yukon Historical and Museums Association. 
Ken is the President of the Japan Studies Association of Canada.  His research focuses 
on Aboriginal rights, science and technology policy and northern development.  

 
  
 



 
 
 
 

ZITA COBB 
Founder and President, Shorefast 

Foundation 
 
 
 

  
Zita Cobb, a native of Joe Batt's Arm, Fogo Island, Newfoundland 
and Labrador, spent her career in senior finance positions in the 
technology industry.   

Since retiring from JDS Uniphase in 2001, Zita has devoted her time 
to philanthropic endeavors while using her business ideas and 
processes to build a stronger economy. She is the President and 
founder of Shorefast Foundation, a registered charity that 
encourages economic growth and revitalization in the region of 
Fogo Island and Change Islands, Newfoundland and Labrador.   

The efforts of Zita and her team at Shorefast has attracted national and international 
attention. The New York Times says Fogo is one of the top ten places you must visit.  
Fast Company magazine tells the story of how Zita Cobb is transforming a tiny 
Canadian Island into an arts mecca.  Most recently, CBC Ideas profiled Zita and her 
vision for “Back to the Future” in Fogo. 

 
  
 



 

 

 
SERGE CÔTÉ 

Director, Strategy and Special Projects 

Aéroports de Montréal 

 

 

 

 

Serge Côté has been working in economic development for over 

twenty-five years.  Serge is Director, Strategy and Special Projects 

for the Real Estate and Commercial Services Vice-Presidency at 

Aéroports de Montréal (ADM).  This Vice-presidency is responsible 

for all non-aeronautical activities which represent 45% of ADM total 

revenues.  Among his special projects, he is responsible for the 

redevelopment of the terminal complex at the Montréal-Mirabel 

international airport.  In addition, Serge is also Project Director for 

ADM Services which offers the knowledge and expertise of 

Aéroports de Montréal in the fields of airport planning, development, operations and 

management.  

 

Before joining ADM, Serge was Director, Promotion and prospecting at the Montréal 

Foreign Trade Zone at Mirabel, a public development corporation created in 2000 by the 

Government of Québec to attract investments on the airport site in targeted sectors as 

aeronautic and logistic.  Serge worked with the major players of the Québec aerospace 

industry that led him to participate in international events such as Bourget, Farnborough, 

NBAA and Heli-Expo. 

 

Prior to this, Serge joined the economic development team at Ville Saint-Laurent in 1996, 

the second largest industrial city of the Province of Québec.  As Technological Development 

Officer, he worked on a regular basis with high-tech companies from the aerospace and 

telecom sectors. 

 

Serge began his career in economic development, in 1988, as general manager at the 

Conseil d’Expansion Économique d’Argenteuil, a regional county located 75 km northwest 

of Montréal. It is where he made his first steps in the world of airports by coordinating the 

setting of standards of the Lachute municipal airport. 



 
 
 
 

PRAKASH DAVID 
Senior Vice President, Residential & 

Retail Development 
 
 
 
 

 
 Prakash David is an experienced real estate executive and lawyer 
with a comprehensive understanding of real estate development 
including acquisitions, deal structuring, municipal approvals, 
financing, leasing and construction. 
 
As Vice President, Residential & Retail Development, Prakash is 
responsible for the creation of new retail, residential and mixed-use 
developments. 
 
Previously, Prakash was a Portfolio Leader and Senior Director of 
Acquisitions and Development with Smart!Centres, leading teams 

focused on retail and mixed-use developments across Ontario. Prior to this, he 
practiced law in Toronto.  
 
Prakash holds a Bachelor of Arts from the University of Waterloo, an LLB from Osgoode 
Hall Law School at York University and an MBA from the Richard Ivey School of 
Business at the University of Western Ontario. 



 

 
 

JOHN FISHER 
Owner/Operator  
Fishers' Loft Inn  

 
 

 
John Fisher and his family moved from Toronto to Port 
Rexton Newfoundland in 1990. 
 
In 1997 Fishers' Loft Inn began as a four room bed and 
breakfast. It now has 33 rooms and suites, an award 
winning dining room, kitchen gardens,a green house and a 
state of the art executive conference centre. The inn 
employs 25 people accommodating 7000 guests and diners 
over an 8 month season. 

 
The business is recognized by the National Geographic Traveler Magazine as one of 15 
places to stay in recognition of the inn's commitment to the distinctive place and culture 
of rural Newfoundland. 
 
John Fisher is the author of Money Isn't Everything-a best selling guide to governance 
and management of community organizations. His background includes social and 
economic development, theatre and film production. 
 

 



 
 
 
 

Dr. DAVID FRESHWATER 
Professor, University of Kentucky 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 Dr. David Freshwater is a professor at the University of Kentucky 
with appointments in the Department of Agricultural Economics and 
in the Martin School of Public Administration and Public Policy. His 
main research areas are rural economic development and rural 
finance. He is also the program manager of the TVA Rural Studies 
Program, a rural development research center created by the 
Tennessee Valley Authority and the University of Kentucky. In 2009, 
he was Head of the Rural Development Programme at the OECD in 
Paris, France.  
 



 

 
 
 

CAROL-ANN GILLIARD 

Hospitality Newfoundland and 

Labrador 

 

 

 

Carol-Ann Gilliard has been Chief Executive Officer of Hospitality 

Newfoundland and Labrador, the tourism industry association, 

since 2008. She has extensive experience in strategic analysis, 

planning and implementation, having worked in senior roles in 

tourism including Manager of Policy and Communications with 

Hospitality Newfoundland and Labrador and Senior Policy Analyst 

with the Department of Tourism, Culture and Recreation. Carol-

Ann played a significant role in the development of the 10-year 

provincial tourism strategy, Uncommon Potential: A Vision for 

Newfoundland and Labrador Tourism and the establishment of the Newfoundland and 

Labrador Tourism Board, a private–public partnership.  

She is currently serving as the Chair of the Atlantic Canada Tourism Caucus and a 

Board member of the Newfoundland and Labrador Business Coalition. Carol-Ann also 

recently served as a Business representative on the province’s Strategic Partnership 

Transportation Committee and provincial Air Access Advisory Committee.  

Carol-Ann holds a bachelor of education and a master of business administration from 

Memorial University.  

 



 

 
 

JOHN GRAHAM  

City of Iqaluit, former Manager, 

Iqaluit Airport 

 

 

 

John Graham grew up on a farm near Selkirk, Scotland and came to 

Iqaluit in 1976 at age 18 as a young recruit with the Hudson's Bay 

Company. He served five years with the Company and was one of 

the last of a long line of Scottish young men who were recruited to 

work in the Canadian Arctic. John started work for the Government 

of the Northwest Territories, Department of Local Government in 

1981 as the regional finance officer. In 1984 he joined the 

Department of Municipal and Community Affairs as the Baffin region 

airports officer. From 1986 until 1996 he was the Regional Airports 

Manager for the Baffin region. John became Airport Manager at Iqaluit Airport in 1996. 

Upon the creation of Nunavut in 1999, he was appointed Director of the Iqaluit 

International Airport Division.  In this role he spearheaded a number of successful 

missions to attract cold-weather testing opportunities to the city.  His efforts resulted in a 

number of high profile test missions, including the Airbus A380 which touched North 

American soil for the first time in Iqaluit.  Graham retired from this position and the 

Government of Nunavut in February 2012 after thirty one years service.  

John holds the rank of Captain, as a reserve officer, in the Cadet Instructor Cadre. He 

has served with the 795 Royal Canadian Air Cadet Squadron in Iqaluit since 1986. John 

is also the Nunavut District Commander of the Royal Canadian Legion and has served 

on the executive of the local Branch since 1992.  He was elected Mayor of Iqaluit in the 

2012 Municipal Elections. 

 



 
 
 
 

ALEEM KANJI 
Manager of Government Affairs & 

Stakeholder Relations, Greater 
Toronto Airports Authority 

 
 
 

 
 Mr. Aleem Kanji is the Manager of Government Affairs & Stakeholder 
Relations for the Greater Toronto Airports Authority. In this role, he 
manages proposals and positions regarding policy, legislative and 
regulatory changes and issues of interest to the GTAA. In addition, he 
identifies new economic development opportunities for collaboration 
with stakeholder groups as it relates to the GTAA’s interests. 

 
Previously, Mr. Kanji led policy and public affairs work at the Toronto Board of Trade, 
Canada’s largest Chamber of Commerce. In this position he was the key lobbyist on 
economic development and planning and development issues to the municipal, 
provincial and federal governments on behalf of the Board of Trade. He has also 
worked as a freelance consultant to Dr. Richard Florida and the Creative Class Group.  
 
Before joining the Toronto Board of Trade, Mr. Kanji served as Senior Economist for the 
Government of Ontario at the Ministry of Economic Development and Trade.  
 
Mr. Kanji holds a Masters Degree in Economic Development and a Bachelor’s Degree 
in Urban and Regional Planning, both from the University of Waterloo. In October 2003, 
Mr. Kanji attained the Certified Economic Developer ‘Ec.D’ designation - recognizing 
both industry and academic qualifications of Economic Developers and became the 
youngest Canadian ever to do so. 
 
In February 2009, Mr. Kanji was appointed by Toronto City Council as a founding 
member on the Board of Directors for Invest Toronto, a new business corporation 
established by The City of Toronto focused on engaging the private sector in marketing 
and promotion activities to increase business investment, employment and prosperity in 
Toronto. Through this role, Mr. Kanji provides advice to the Mayor and other top city 
officials on ways to enhance Toronto's economic competitiveness.  
 
In his spare time, Mr. Kanji teaches economic development at York University. 



 

 
 

ROBERT LONG 
Deputy Minister 

Department of Economic 
Development and Transportation 

Government of Nunavut 

 

 

 

Bob was appointed deputy minister of the Government of 

Nunavut’s Department of Economic Development & 

Transportation in June 2009. 

He has worked in business, business development and 

community economic development for forty years.  His early 

experience and training includes banking and business 

management in several types of retail and hardware wholesale.  

His varied business experience ranges from owning a business 

to working in large national organizations.    

In 1973 he took a one-year leave of absence to work as executive director for a provincial 

Aboriginal organization.  This led to an interest in Aboriginal community economic 

development that has since ranged over three provinces and two territories, has spanned 

three decades and continues today.   

During the last 10 years he has fulfilled the following roles: 

 Ten years as general manager of Baffin Business Development Corporation.  A 
community futures organization 

 President of Baffin Regional Chamber of Commerce from 2001 to 2007, 2008 as 
Past President 

 Chair of the Nunavut Trade Show and Conference from 2001 to 2008 

 Co-chair of Northern Lights 2008 a major trade show, conference and cultural event 
held January 2008 in Ottawa that featured Nunavut, Labrador and Nunavik. 

 Founding board member and secretary-treasurer of Nunavut Film until 2008 

 Founding board member of the Nunavut Economic Forum 

 Member and 2 years as chair of the NNI Appeals Commission from 2000 until early 
2009. 

 Founding member and chair of Nunavut Community Futures Association 

 Chair of the Nunavut Liquor Licensing Board for 2 years 
 



 
 
 

FRED MORLEY 
Executive Vice President and  

Chief Economist  
Greater Halifax Partnership 

 
 
 

 
Fred Morley is Executive Vice President and Chief Economist of the Greater Halifax 
Partnership. In this role, Fred leads the team that developed Halifax’s award winning 
approach to business retention and expansion, managed and wrote Halifax’s first 
economic strategy and worked to attract many high profile new investors.  Most recently 
Fred developed Halifax’s award winning business networking approach, the Connector 
Program, which has been replicated by more than a dozen other cities across Canada. 
 
Prior to this, Mr. Morley was Senior Manager, Business Retention and Expansion and 
Research at Nova Scotia Business Inc., responsible for NSBI’s regional operations 
along with all research and government relations activities. He developed the conceptual 
framework for the business-led NSBI approach. 

 
Prior to this he was Director of the Marketing and Research for Nova Scotia Economic Development, where he 
was responsible for the overall strategic direction for investment and trade activities. In this position he was one 
of the developers and authors of the Province’s foundational economic plan “Opportunities for Prosperity”. 
Under Mr. Morley’s leadership, the marketing and research group received 11 national and international 
marketing awards in 3 years.  
 
Mr. Morley joined the Government of Nova Scotia as a Senior Economic Advisor in mid-1995. Prior to this, Fred 
was Senior Policy Analyst and Research Coordinator for the Atlantic Provinces Economic Council and taught 
economics at Saint Mary’s University.  
 
Mr. Morley is the author of over 100 articles on economic development and presents his views on economic 
growth and development to dozens organizations, companies, and government groups each year.   
 
Fred has acted as a technical advisor to economic development to organizations in Canada, Romania, Ukraine, 
and the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) and the European Commission.  
Fred was asked by the National Incident Command of the White House to assist with economic needs 
assessment of Lafourche Parish, Louisiana in 2010 
 
Mr. Morley has undergraduate degrees in chemistry and economics from Dalhousie University. Fred did 
graduate work in economics and economic development issues at Dalhousie and Saint Mary’s University.  
 
Fred serves on the Boards of the International Economic Development Council in Washington DC; the Saint 
Mary’s Business Development Centre and chairs the board of the Acadia Centre for Social and Business 
Entrepreneurship. Fred is vice-chair of the Halifax Regional Municipality’s Community Design Advisory 
Committee, was a two term member of the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council, and past-
president of the Atlantic Association of Applied Economists.  Fred is past president of Business Retention 
Expansion International and was presented with that organization’s highest honour (it’s Distinguished Service 
Award) in 2008. 



 

 
 
 

SEAMUS O’REGAN 

 

 

 

 

Seamus O’Regan is the former co-host of CTV’s Canada AM, 

Canada’s #1 national morning show. 

Born in St. John’s, Newfoundland, and raised in Goose Bay, 

Labrador, Seamus studied politics at St. Francis Xavier University 

and University College, Dublin; marketing strategies at INSEAD, 

the international business school near Paris; and received his 

Master’s of Philosophy degree from the University of Cambridge. 

 



 
 
 
 

TRUDY PARSONS 
Director Workforce Development 

Millier Dickinson Blais 
 
 
 

 
 Trudy Parsons has spent her career living out her passion.  With 
over 25 years of demonstrated leadership in labour market planning 
and strategic workforce development, her career path has spanned 
employment in the public, private and not-for-profit sectors, giving 
her a solid understanding of the roles each play in creating strong 
local economies. Since 2011 she has led the National Workforce 
Development Division with the economic consultancy firm of Millier 
Dickinson Blais. 

Trudy recognizes that a community’s competitiveness is influenced by the availability of 
a skilled and aligned labour force. She helps organizations and communities leverage 
resources, answer the tough questions, and create a strategic direction that strengthens 
the link between supply and demand.  She has authored numerous articles and reports, 
and delivers presentations on workforce development to audiences across Canada and 
internationally. 

Trudy holds her MBA, and designations in Certified in Management (C.I.M.) and 
Professional Manager (P.Mgr.).  She is a long standing member of the Canadian 
Institute of Management, having served on the Board of Directors at both the local and 
national levels. In 2010 she was awarded a life membership for her commitment and 
contribution. In 2011 she was elected to the Board for the Economic Developers Council 
of Ontario where she continues to serve as Chair of the Professional Development 
committee. 

 



 
 
 
 

PAUL POPE  
Senior Producer  

Pope Productions 

 
 
 

St. John’s producer Paul Pope has been a dynamic force in the 
Canadian film industry for over 30 years.  

In 1992 he produced his first feature, Secret Nation starring 
Cathy Jones, Mary Walsh and a very young Rick Mercer. Since 
then he has produced a host of award winning productions 
including the features Extraordinary Visitor (1998) and Rare 
Birds (2001) The Gemini winning documentary My Left Breast 
(2002), the dramatic miniseries Above and Beyond (2006) 

starring Richard E. Grant and Allan Hawco, Gordon Pinsent’s MOW Heyday! (2006) and 
the hit family series Life With Derek (2005). Documentary series include, Going the 
Distance (2003) and Legends and Lore of the North Atlantic (2004). MOWs include The 
One that Got Away (2008), Behind the Wall (2008), Diverted (2009) and the sci-fi thriller 
Screamers: The Hunting (2009). Adriana Maggs’ Grown Up Movie Star was Canada’s 
only feature in competition at the 2010 Sundance Film Festival where lead actress 
Tatiana Maslany won the prestigious Breakout Performance Award.  Beat Down, a 
comedy feature had its theatrical release Sept, 2012.  

He is also a passionate voice for independent production at a national level with a long-
standing tradition of supporting Canadian artists and ensuring that Canadian stories are 
brought to the screen. 

Paul has a BAA in Film and Photography from Ryerson. He is the recipient of an 
Honorary Doctorate of Letters from Memorial University, the Newfoundland and 
Labrador Arts Achievement Award and the Douglas James Dales Industry Builder 
Award.  
  

 



 
 
 

ANTONIA PRLIC 
Director,  

Economic Consulting Team 
Altus Group 

 
 
 

 
 Antonia Prlic is a Director with the Economic Consulting team at 
Altus Group. Antonia’s work at Altus delves into understanding the 
market demand potential for retail developments in various 
geographies. She also integrates insights on household intentions 
drawn from consumer research tracking surveys into her analysis.   

Her wide array of international and U.S. project experience 
includes global consumer market analysis and segmentation, 
construction forecasts, benchmarking studies, economic cluster 
analysis, macroeconomics, and business planning solutions.  

Antonia has worked directly with corporate strategic planning divisions of many different 
industries including global CPG firms, retailers, industrial manufacturers, and economic 
development agencies.   

Prior to joining Altus Group Economic Consulting in 2013, Antonia was a Director, 
Economic Analysis & Planning with the Global Services team of IHS (Global Insight) 
Inc.  

 

 

 
  
 



 

 
 
 

LAUREL J. REID, Ph.D. 
President 

Tourism Synergy Ltd. 
 

 

 

Laurel Reid is President of Tourism Synergy Ltd. and an 

Adjunct Professor at the University of New Brunswick.  With a 

focus on Atlantic Canada, Tourism Synergy was formed in 

2001 and offers expertise in sustainable planning and 

development for destinations, cultural tourism development, 

tourism marketing strategy, feasibility studies, travel 

distribution, market research and tourism education.  Laurel 

has spent several years working with tourism businesses, 

associations, municipalities, Provinces and destinations 

involved in strategy development. Recent work in New Zealand focused on tourism 

planning, policy and travel distribution channels.   

She has a reputation for effectively facilitating community tourism development and 
building capacity.  Laurel has also assisted with curriculum and workshop 
development for tourism and hospitality programs for universities, colleges, 
governments and public-private partnerships, and is the lead-developer for the 
Bonavista Institute for Cultural Tourism in Bonavista, NL.  The most recently develop 
BICT online course offering is the Role of Municipalities in Tourism Planning and 
Development.  Laurel has been involved in numerous other professional 
development workshops across Atlantic Canada and abroad. 
 
Laurel holds a PhD (Doctor of Philosophy) in Parks, Recreation and Tourism 
Management (Clemson University, South Carolina, USA), a MCS (Master of 
Communication Studies) (University of Calgary, Alberta, Canada) and a BSc (Bachelor 
of Science) (Syracuse University, New York State, USA).  Her work appears in several 
travel, tourism and marketing related books, journals and conference proceedings. 
 



 
 
 
 

EMAD RIZKALLA 
Founder and CEO 

Bluedrop Performance Learning Inc. 
 
 

 
 As founder and CEO of Bluedrop Performance Learning (TSX-V: 
BPL), Emad Rizkalla is changing the way people learn and train 
in the workplace - whether it’s inside an office, a factory or a CH-
147 helicopter.  

Rizkalla co-founded his first company, Zedd Technologies as a 
young engineering graduate in 1992, followed by Bluedrop 
Performance Learning in 2004. Bluedrop develops courseware, 
content, and training technologies for the military and commercial 
enterprises and is ranked one of the Top 50 Defense Companies 
in Canada.  

 
He is recognized as one of North America’s thought leaders in e-Learning, 
entrepreneurship and corporate leadership. Rizkalla was featured in a Time magazine 
cover story that highlighted eight “young dynamic entrepreneurs who will create the 21st 
Century.” He was also named Ernst & Young Information Technology Entrepreneur of 
the Year for Atlantic Canada in 2012 and ranked one of Canada’s Top 40 Under 40. 
Recently, he was awarded the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee medal in recognition of his 
contribution to Canada’s information and technology sector.  
 
Rizkalla grew Bluedrop from a small technology start-up into an industry leader that 
provides high-end operational readiness, training and eLearning solutions to customers 
that include Lockheed Martin, the Royal Australian Air Force, the UK Ministry of 
Defense, Microsoft and SMART Technologies. Emad serves on task forces with the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade Canada, and the National 
Research Council. He holds a Bachelor of Mechanical Engineering from Memorial 
University. 



 
 
 

CYNTHIA STEWART  
Director of Community Relations  
International Council of Shopping 

Centers 
 

 

Cynthia Stewart is the Director of Community Relations in the International Council of 
Shopping Centers Office of Global Public Policy. The International Council of Shopping 
Centers (ICSC) is a 70,000-member trade association representing shopping center 
owners, developers, managers, marketing specialists, investors, lenders, retailers and other 
professionals as well as academics and public officials. Ms. Stewart works with the public 
and private sector members of ICSC to develop and implement a broad range of domestic 
initiatives, programs and activities designed to maximize cooperation between the retail real 
estate industry and community groups and civic leaders.  

She directs the ICSC Alliance Program and has been instrumental in growing public sector 
membership in ICSC. She also staffs ICSC’s Underserved Urban Markets Task Force, the 
Secondary & Rural Markets Initiative, the National Alliance Advisory Group, as well as 
working with a diverse constituency of public sector organizations and non-profits to 
address quality of life issues while promoting sound development. These organizations 
include the National League of Cities, National Association of Counties, International 
Economic Development Council, International Downtown Association, Initiative for a 
Competitive Inner City, Local Initiative Support Corporation and the International 
City/County Manager’s Association to name but a few.  

Prior to joining ICSC, Ms. Stewart served as Chief of Staff to Maryland State Senator Jim 
Simpson. She also served at the municipal level in both Illinois and South Carolina as 
Deputy City Clerk, City Clerk and Community Development Assistant. She completed her 
B.A.A.S. in Public Administration from Midwestern State University, Wichita Falls, TX and 
has also completed the University of Shopping Centers School for Economic Development 
and the ICSC School for Professional Development. She served on the Brookings 
Institution’s Urban Markets Initiative Advisory Council, the U. S. Conference of Mayors’ 
Business Council Steering Committee and in 2009 chaired the National League of Cities 
Corporate Partners Council.  

 



 
 
 
 

ALICE TO 
Business Relations Coordinator, 

District of North Vancouver 

 
 
 

 
 Alice To has been working in, with and around the film industry 
for over twenty years.  Her first and only film credit is 
“Production Accountant” on a low budget, badly reviewed (2 out 
of 10 IMDB) Canadian action thriller. This experience 
immediately convinced her to jump ship - from the film crew to 
the business side of show biz.  Alice continued her journey by 
taking on the role of Marketing and Operations Manager for the 
British Columbia Film Commission.  Recognized for her 
community outreach programs and awarded for her 
international marketing campaigns Alice was instrumental in 
taking British Columbia’s market share of the film production to 
third in North America, following Los Angeles & New York.    

 
During her 12 year tenure, direct film production spending in the BC economy grew from 
$188M to $1,180M. She started working for the District of North Vancouver municipality 
in 2003, combining Film and Economic Development. Alice developed best practices, 
flexible film guidelines and implemented changes that would encourage and support 
filming in the North Vancouver as an economic generator.  Direct revenue for the 
District of North Vancouver rose from $187,000 to $633,000 by 2012. (This is a 
municipality with a population base of 85,000, majority residential and no film 
infrastructure.)  Alice has seen that facilitating and supporting filming in your community 
can be significant asset to have in your economic development toolbox.  Alice has B. 
Comm. from University of British Columbia, is an avid traveller and is always looking for 
ways to bring her dogs on her adventures.  

She can be found at aliceto (at) dnv (dot) org.   

  
 



 
 
 
 

BRAD WATSON 
Partner  

KPMG Management Services LP 
 
 
 
 

 
 Brad Watson is a Partner with KPMG and leads the Global 
Infrastructure Advisory practice in Canada. KPMG’s Infrastructure 
Advisory teams advises across the lifecycle of an asset – be it 
strategy formulation and planning, transaction support and 
execution, or throughout development and operations.  An 
experienced project manager and advisor, Brad has been providing 
strategy and policy based advice to senior executives in the private 
sector and at all levels of government for nearly 19 years.   

Brad has worked on several public-private partnership (P3) projects 
for large public infrastructure development initiatives.  He is 

currently leading a team of KPMG professionals in providing a wide range of services to 
the Texas Department of Transportation with its ground breaking, multi-billion dollar 
roads program.  He has advised on similar projects across the US – including work in 
California, Florida, Utah, Indiana and Virginia.  Brad has also been a member of the 
KPMG teams that has advised on several of the largest infrastructure transactions in 
Canada – including work in BC, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Ontario and the Maritimes.  He 
is also currently advising on the infrastructure development needs to support a multi-
billion mining project.  Lastly, he is working with an infrastructure investment fund to 
secure an equity interest in several different assets around the world and has served as 
the financial advisor to developers seeking to invest in infrastructure projects.   

Brad has presented on various topics relating to infrastructure development at 
conferences sponsored by organizations such as ARTBA, TRB, Infranews and DBIA 
among others.  He also serves as an expert peer reviewer for TRB publications. 
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